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Holt ordered a chop and four ounces of wine. The progress
was very favourable up to the ninth day after the operation,
when the greater portion of the wound had entirely healed.
But on the eleventh day the patient complained of some
thirst; the skin was rather hot; the tongue moist, but furred;
and the bowels inclined to be purged; pulse 100. Omit the
wine, and take barley-water and arrowroot, together with a
draught containing ten minims of tincture of opium.
At ten in the evening, the man was not so well, skin more

hot; pulse 120, and rather jerking; aspect slightly anxious;
tongue inclined to be dry; bowels once open. Mr. Holt
ordered effervescing draughts, with five minims of tartarized
antimony wine every four hours; there is no unhealthy ap-
pearance about the stump; the small portion of the wound not
healed is discharging healthy matter.
On the twelfth day the patient was somewhat better; coun-

tenance not quite so anxious; eyes dull and heavy; skin hot;
tongue more moist, but he complains of thirst; pulse 120, and
more soft; bowels once relieved. He complains of stiffness
and pain in the calf of the leg of the same side, and upon ex-
amination it was found swollen and painful, together with
some degree of hardness in the course of the internal saphena
vein. Mr. Holt ordered the leg to be enveloped in hot fomen-
tation ; the patient to continue the medicines, to take beef-tea,
and four ounces of wine in the twenty-four hours, at moderate
intervals.
At one in the afternoon the calf of the leg was very tender,

more particularly about the centre; in other respects the
patient is in the same state. Apply twelve leeches to affected
part, and continue as before.
On the third day of the phlebitic attack there was some

improvement; the hardness was much the same, but the leg
not so tender; considerable serous infiltration at the lower
portion of the limb; it pits very perceptibly over the tibia
under the pressure of the finger. On the fourth day, the
secretions being pale, Mr. Holt prescribed small doses of
calomel and James’s powder.
On the fifth day the pain in the calf of the leg had materi-

ally abated; the leg was not so swollen, but the hardness which
it had presented was now transferred to the thigh, in the
course of the saphena vein; pulse 120; skin perspiring; tongue
clean; bowels open, and aspect cheerful. As the patient was Irather low he was ordered chop, egg, beef-tea, and to continue
wine. Poultice to the thigh. The case took gradually a very
favourable turn. Bark, wine, and generous diet were con-
tinued. The stump cicatrized perfectly, and the patient left
the hospital thirty-nine days after admission, and twenty-nine
after the phlebitic attack.

The foregoing case presents many points of interest, more
particularly with regard to the occurrence of phlebitis, either
as a consequence of slight secondary deposit, or from acci-
dental causes. After the limb was removed it was carefully
dissected: the brachial and axillary arteries were found filled
with a coagulum; no wound could be detected in the latter
artery, and as the coagulum existed above where the vessel
was divided, it remains a matter of doubt whether the axillary
artery was wounded by a point of comminuted bone, or injured
by the original cause and pressure from the displaced portions
of the fractured humerus.
The snccess of amputating as high as possible, although the

gangrene was rapidly spreading, is here well marked, no re-
currence, or even sloughing, having taken place in the wound,
although the muscles were much bruised, and not in a favour-
able condition to offer much resistance to its continuance.
Mr. Holt was of opinion that the phlebitis which subsequently
ensued was dependent upon secondary deposit to a very slight
extent, as the patient had not been in any manner exposed
to atmospheric influences, or the subject of any injury to
the leg which would have been likely to give rise to such a
result.

It was very evident, from the success which attended the
administration of wine, and subsequently bark, that the man’s
blood was not in so favourable a condition as it might have
been, the idea of the phlebitis having been caused by secon-
dary deposit being thus greatly supported. The only symp-
toms at all urgent, during the whole course of the disease,
were the accelerated pulse and profuse perspiration, the last-
mentioned symptom being, in Mr. Hodgson’s opinion, a very
frequent, if not almost invariable, attendant upon phlebitis
after injuries.
One more point of some interest might be noticed-namely,

the rarity of secondary deposit in a lower limb of the same
side, after an amputation so high as that of the shoulder-
joint, the organs immediately incidental to life having alto-
,gether escaped.

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.

Lithotomy in a Child four years old; Encysted Meliceritous
Tumours of the Scalp.

(Under the care of Mr. COULSON.)
OuR readers will perceive by the heading of this article

that our nosocomial field of observation is being widened. A
very populous district in the north-western portion of the
metropolis will henceforth enjoy the blessing of a well-regu-
lated home in the hour of sickness, and a certain number of
our professional brethren have obtained an opportunity for
the public application of their abilities, and for increasing
our stock of medical, surgical, and obstetrical knowledge.
We proceeded on the 9th instant to witness the first opera-
tions at St. Mary’s Hospital, and shall have much pleasure in
henceforth including this new institution in the clinical cycle
which is performing its hebdomadal revolution in the columns
of the "Mirror."
The first patient operated upon was a little boy, four years

old, who was admitted July 1, 1851, into Victoria ward, under
the care of Mr. Coulson. The poor little creature was suffer-
ing from all the symptoms of stone in the bladder; he passed
his urine frequently during the day, and complained of pain
both before and afterwards. The urine was acid, and of high
specific gravity, but contained no albumen. On sounding the
child, a stone could be distinctly heard. Dr. Snow having
administered chloroform, Mr. Coulson operated in the usual
manner, and a small stone, rather less than two scruples in
weight, and composed of lithate of ammonia, was quickly re-
moved. Very little blood was lost during the operation, and
the child has not had a bad symptom since.

, The following is the mode of operating adopted by Mr.
Coulson :-He introduces a curved staff, and gives it to the
care of an assistant, directing the handle to be inclined a
little towards the ground, and the groove slightly turned
towards the left side. By this inclination of the handle, the
groove of the staff is made less prominent in the perin&aelig;um,
but there is the advantage attending it, that when the
surgeon has cut into the groove, there is no occasion to alter
the position of the staff, and the fore-finger of the left hand is
quite at his disposal for protecting the rectum, (see observations
below,) and guiding the knife.
Mr. Coulson makes the first incision rather low, very little

more than a finger’s breadth above the level of the anus, by
which contrivance he thinks the bulb more easily avoided; in
fact, if the external incision is made higher up, it can be of
little use to the operator, and is often slow to heal.
For the division of the prostate gland, Mr. Coulson uses the

long straight knife with the beak in the middle line of the
point, but he lays great stress on the opening into the bladder
being small. In children, if the opening is made too large,
incontinence of urine is often the result during the remainder
of their lives; and in adults, death thus frequently follows
from effusion of urine into the cellular tissue surrounding the
neck of the bladder.
Mr. Martineau used to make the opening into the bladder

very small, and then with his finger dilated the aperture until
it had attained a sufficient size to allow the forceps to be intro-
duced and carried to diiferent parts of the bladder. His
success was unparalleled, and attributed, by those who had
the means of personal observation, to the small extent to
which he divided the prostate gland.
We would here direct the attention of our readers to a

sequela of lithotomy mentioned in THE LANCET of July 12,
1851, p. 36. From the report we learn that, two days after
the operation, "some f&aelig;culent matter escapes through the
catheter each time he passes urine or has a motion. We

must therefore suppose that the rectum had been laid open,
I and a permanent communication with the bladder established,
for the reporter states, that on the 23rd of December, 1850,
nine weeks after the operation, " The old man suffers no incon-
venience (?) from the occasional passage of faeces and flatus
through the urethra." Mr. Trenerry, who reports the case,
deserves the thanks of the profession for frankly publishing
these results, which will certainly go far in increasing the
watchfulness of operators when their knife glides along the
rectum.
At the conclusion of the operation Mr. Coulson addressed

the numerous medical friends who had assembled on the
occasion, and in very impressive language and tone dwelt on
the difficulties the original projectors of the institution had
had to overcome; and he hoped that " what he had done thiJ
day would be the commencement of a long line of services
which he and his colleagues would render to the poor." Mr.



61

Coulson combated the notion that the indigent sick are by the
profession looked upon as " vilia corpora," to be experimented
upon, and showed that, on the contrary, the restoration of the
health of those who came under his and his colleagues’ care
was their sole and most fervent wish.

After this short address, Mr. Coulson operated on a woman of
short stature,andabout fifty years of age, whose scalp presented
a regular crop of meliceritous tumours. These wens were five
or six in number, and varied in size from a nut to a small
orange. Mr. Coulson removed the deformity by incision and
evulsion of the cyst; the latter, as well as the meliceritous con-
tents, being easily removed. It is remarkable that the patient’s
daughter, about eighteen years of age, who was likewise in the
theatre, has already several wens appearing on her scalp.
This is either a clear proof of heredity, or it may be suspected
that both mother and daughter use for their hair substances
which are calculated to produce obstruction of sebaceous
follicles.
The removal of these growths is a measure of much greater

importance than might at first sight be supposed, especially
when they occur in old people. As an example we may quote
the case of a man about seventy years of age, who was lately
brought to Mr. Erichsen, at University College. This patient 
had four or five large wens on the scalp, which presented the
usual appearance; but one of these had taken on ulcerative
degeneration, and had fungated so largely that it now had
many of the characteristics of a malignant growth; it is of the
size of a saucer, raised above the surface, with everted edges,
thick, fungating granulations, and abundant discharge. Mr.
Erichsen thought that palliative measures only should be re-
sorted to.

It is well known that the affection which we are now con-
sidering has in many instances laid the foundation of horny
growths, which have here and there attained large dimen-
sions. This is an additional reason for attending to wens in
their early stage. Our museums present examples of such
horny development, principally about the forehead. We
happened, a short time ago, to see one of these among the
out-patients of Mr. Erichsen, at University College Hospital.
This peculiar cuticular appendage had sprung from the lower
lip of a woman about forty-five years of age, and was about
the size of a common clove; it had several times fallen
off, the matrix being always left behind. It is very pro-
bable that the removal of the latter will effectually stop the
growth.
On the same day, Mr. Walton operated upon a patient

affected with exostosis of the orbit; and presented an infant,
upon whom he, a few days previously, had tied the carotid
artery for an erectile tumour situated behind the globe of the
eye.

Foreign Department.

A New Therapeutical Agent.
M. PRAYAZ, director of the orthopasdic and pneumatic institu-

tion of Lyons, has just published a book wherein he advocates
the use of compressed air in the treatment of various diseases.
He gives compressed air baths in a sort of iron box of about
twenty-seven cubic feet, which is so managed as to allow the
renovating and condensing of the air, by means of a pump set
in motion by steam power. Here the patients are placed for
a length of time, regulated by the nature of the affection; and
the author quotes several cases of phthisis, Pott’s disease of
the spine, and even deafness, where much benefit was derived.
The rationale of this treatment is thus given by M. Pravaz.-
" 1. Atmospheric pressure exercises a mechanical influence
on the development of the lungs, and therefore on the ex-
pansion of the chest. When the air is condensed to a certain
degree inspiration acquires greater power. 2. The chemical
phenomena of respiration are modified by the greater or less
density of the atmosphere, and the endosmose of oxygen
increases with the compression of the air. 3. Atmospheric
pressure is one of the agents of the venous circulation; from
which fact it may be concluded that an increased density of
the air must favour the return of the blood towards the right
side of the heart, whilst, on the contrary, the rarefied state of
the air tends to produce congestion in the capillary system.
4. The physiological phenomena observed on the top of high
mountains, and in the diving bell, agree perfectly with the
foregoing propositions. Thus it is well known that respiration
in the rarefied air of elevated spots becomes short and

panting; muscular action difficult, and the arterial circulation

more rapid; whilst the flow of the venous blood gets languid.
The latter circumstance causes various kinds of haemorrhage,
and the stasis of the blood in the portal system, which stasis
becomes manifest by colicky pains, nausea, and vomiting.
In the rarefied air of the diving bell, respiration is, on the
contrary, much easier, and of greater scope, muscular action
more powerful, the functions of nutrition and elimination more
actively performed, and the cardiac rhythm slower and even
stationary." If our space would allow of a little discussion,
some glaring fallacies might easily be pointed out which
militate considerably with the author’s deductions, but we
need hardly enter into this controversy. It can, however,.
not be denied, that M. Pravaz is a zealous, sensible, and
ingenious man.-From a Review by Dr. Aran, i-7t L’Union
M&eacute;dicale. 

_____

A Peculiar Lesion of the Lungs connected with Congenital
Syphilis.

M. DEPAUL lately brought before the Academy of Medicine
of Paris, a subject of great interest-viz., hereditary or con-
genital syphilis; and called attention to a special lesion of the
lungs resulting from the syphilitic taint, which, according to
the author, has not as yet been described. M. Depaul’s paper
contains comprehensive views of hereditary syphilis; we must,
however, confine ourselves to the transcription of the conclusions
drawn by the author. Before enumerating these, we should
not omit to mention the following assertion of M. Depaul’s:--
" The mother being healthy, and the disease being transmitted
by the father at the time of fecundation, it is possible that the
embryo contaminate the mother during its intra-uterine life:’
Conclusions.-1. Syphilis is a much more common disease of
the fostus in utero than is generally supposed. 2. The disease
may be transmitted by the mother or the father, or by both at
the same time. 3. The laws of propagation of extra-uterine
life are very different from what takes place in utero. In the
first case we have a series of phenomena following each other-
in an almost constant order; whereas, in the second case,.
nothing can be foretold, for here there is a general infection,. :’

which produces at once a similar constitutional taint. 4. To
the several manifestations of a syphilitic kind appearing both
at and not long after birth, we should add a peculiar alteration
of the lungs. 5. This alteration is rather frequent, and of a
much more severe nature than the other phenomena. 6. The
latter offer some chance of cure, but the lesion of the lungs is,
almost always followed by death. 7. Hence the importance
of combating syphilis in the parents before fecundation, or of
attenuating its effects during gestation, by giving mercury to
the mother. 8. This treatment will be fully authorized if this
pulmonary lesion be found upon a child who died soon after
birth, when the mother becomes pregnant again, even were
the proofs of the father or mother being contaminated com-
pletely wanting. -

Complicated Labour occasioned by a Fibrous Tumour lodged in
the Substance of the Poste2-ior Lip of the Uterus.

This case was related by Dr. DANYAU before the Academy
of Medicine of Paris. Labour had begun two days before M.
Danyau was called in, and when he proceded to examine the
patient, he felt, in the posterior portion of the neck of the
uterus, a voluminous tumour which had developed in the
substance of the organ. A narrow space was left between the
tumour and the anterior part of the cervix, and the finger
being introduced therein came in contact with a foot of the
f&oelig;tus. As the latter was alive, M. Danyau made an incision
into the neck of the womb, on its posterior half; the wound
was forcibly kept open, and the tumour enucleated. The
latter weighed about sixteen ounces, and was three inches
long; the tcetus was then brought down by the feet, and both
the mother and child have done well.

M. LEROY D’EnoLLES and the Academy of Medicine of Paris.
M. VELPEAU lately presented to the Academy an ingenious

instrument made by M. Luer, wherewith foreign bodies, as
fragments of catheter &c., may be extracted from the bladder.
M. Leroy d’Etiolles, well known as the inventor of a host of
instruments of more or less merit, thereupon writes to L’ Union
M&eacute;dicale, and brings to light a fact very characteristic of the
changes which will now and then come over learned bodies.
Ten years ago he had sent an instrument of an analogous de-
scription to the same Academy, when the reporter stated that.
the apparatus was of no interest to the Academy, and might
be sent back to its inventor.


